
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  OD Pre 3 Magaliesberg cable car 

TRIP LEADER: Morris Viljoen 
 

 
  



 
ITINERARY 

The excursion showcases a number of South Africa’s geological superlatives and geoheritage sites as viewed from the 

summit of the Magaliesberg range. The excursion commences with a traverse across the ancient Basement granite 

terrain and overlying Transvaal Supergroup rocks. The shales and quartzite’s of the latter give rise to the distinctive 

Bankeveld (Questa) topography which characterises the Hartebeespoort Dam region. 

After ascending the summit of the Magaliesberg by Cable car, the iconic geological features to be seen from the top are 

described. These include the Witwatersrand plateau to the south, forming the northern edge of the world’s greatest 

goldfield. The lower lying mainly black turf covered terrain of the western limb of the world famous Bushveld Complex 

lies to the north. Layered rock sequences of this complex host the world’s greatest platinum, chromium and vanadium 

reserves and some of the mining and processing infrastructure can be seen.  

The Cradle of Humankind World Heritage Site with its wealth of spectacular hominid fossils in dolomite cave deposits 

lies to the SW. Other features in the broader region include the Vredefort and Tswaing meteorite craters, and the 

Pilanesberg alkaline volcano, now a game park and in which the popular Sun City resort has been established.  

The Premier Diamond Mine, from which the world’s largest diamond, the Cullinan, was recovered, lies to the east. 

Lunch is at leisure at the Cableway restaurant followed by a visit to the Walter Sisulu Botanical Garden which features a 

geological (rock) garden with representative specimens of many of South Africa’s important rock formations. 

DATES:   

26 August 2016 

 

Minimum Persons 4  

Maximum Persons 15 

 

Above costing includes: 

 

• Transport in luxury coach. 

• Entrance fees to sightseeing venues as stated in the itinerary above. 


