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Humans shove Earth into a new epoch

THE human impact on Earfth’s
chemistry and climate has cuf
short the 11 700-year-old geological
epoch known as the Holocene and
ushered in a new one.

The Anthropocene, or “new age
of man”, will start from the mid-
20th cenfury 1f a recommendation
by scientists, submitfed to the In-
ternational Geological Congress in
Cape Town yesterday, is adopted.

That approval process is likely to
take at least two years and requires
ratification by three other academ-
ic bodies.
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But affer seven years of delib-
erafions, the 35-strong working
group has unanimously recognised
the Anfthropocene as a realify and
voted 30 to three, with two ab-
stentions, for the transition to be
officially registered.

“Our working model] is that the
optfimal boundary 1s the mid-20th
cenfury,” said Jan Zalasiewicz of
the University of Leicester.

“If adopted, and we’re a long way
from that, the Holocene would fin-
iIsh and the Anfhropocene would
formally be held to have begun.”

Scientists refer to fhe period
starting from 1950 as the “great
acceleration” and graphs fracking
a number of chemical and socioe-
conomic changes make i1t obvious
why.

Concentrations in the air of car-
bon dioxide, methane and strato-
spheric ozone; surface fempera-
fures, ocean acidification, marine
fish harvesting; and t{ropical forest
loss, population growth, construe-
tion of large dams and inferna-
tional tourism — all of them take off
from about mid-cenftury.

One of the main culprifs is global
warming driven by the burning of
fossil fuels. A fellfale surge in the
spread of invasive plant and animal
species 1s also a legacy of our
species.

“We are spoiled for -choice,”
Zalasiewicz said. “There’s a whole
array of potential signals ouf
there.”

Micro-plastics, for example, syn-
thetic, man-made substances “are
now components of sediment
around the world, both in land and
in the sea”. — AFP



